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Nixon Moves Quickly 
To Get Control of FBI 



By Sanford J. Ungar 

Washington Po«t Staff Writer 
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* . President Nixon, in naming 
L. Patrick Gray III acting 
director of the FBI, has moved 
swiftiy to assert the firm con- 
sol of the White House and 
the Justice Department over 
the agency’s powerful and res- 
tive bureaucracy. 

, So tenuous were the links 
between some of the FBI’s key 
personnel and the Justice De- 
partment that in the 24 hours 
.following the death of J. 
Edgar Hoover Tuesday, sev- 
eral assistant directors of the 
bureau seriously considered 
resigning. 

But Gray, forewarned of the 
concern in FBI ranks that the 
agency might be weakened, 
called a meeting of Hoover’s 
15 top assistants at 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday — only two hours 
after his appointment was an- 
nounced at the White House. 

During a somber session in 
Hoover’s conference room on 
the fifth floor of the Justice 



Department building,' Gray 
acted to avert a crisis by as- 
suring the assistant directors 
that the Nixon administration 
intends to “maintain the FBI 
as an institution.” 

“I told them about myself,” 
Gray said yesterday in an in- 
terview. “I tried to reach out 
and let them know we have se- 
rious challenges in the months 
ahead.” 

No sooner had Gray re- 
turned to his office two floors 
below in the Civil Division of 
the department than W. Mark 
Felt, deputy associate director 
of the FBI and one of Hoo- 
ver’s most trusted aides, who 
had also attended the meeting,' 
was on the phone. 

"Felt said that Gray’s talk 
had "made a deep impression 
on the men,” the new acting 
director recounted yesterday. 
“He said that some of those 
who were considering resign- 

See FBI, A6, Col. 1 
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